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Why were farmers

left in the dark?
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In the 1930s, there were 6.8 million farms
across the U.S.; however, only
10% or fewehad electrical service.
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Forprofit utilities did not wish to serve rural areas
because there walsitle profit.
When they did, they charged high fees, often
double that of urban residents.

Forprofits reasoned:
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Average number Average annual
of customers per revenue per mile
mile of line of line
Cooperatives: 7 $10,565
|IOUs: 35 $62,665

MUNIs: 46.6 $86,302
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1935: President Franklin Roosevelt felt strongly having
electricity should not be limited to city dwellers, and
created theRural Electrification Administration (REA)
which made funds available for rural electricity. REA
later became the Rural Utilities Service and is part of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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AlLate 1930s: REA needed applicants, and farmers traveled
in teams to spread thewordto DS 0 [ A I K0 aHE
ABelieve it or not, there was some resistance:
Some worried about owing money to the government.
{2YS FSt0G St SOUNAROAUDEe. G| &Y
ABenefitslike electric washing machines won over
members.
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TR RIS AMost Rural Electric
Cooperatives (RECS)
purchased power from
Investor Owned Utilities
(IOUs) but some banded
together to form
Generation and
Transmission Cooperatives
(G&Ts)

ARECs formestatewide
associations

1938 @ 2013
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1937:. Organizers in Hancock and Wood counti
began a campaigio Get Lights!
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1938: HancockVood Electric Cooperative
officially was formed Staking for original
power lines began.
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1939: PerHindallset thefirst meter at

Ober! LJLJ r&sile@dé& in Henry Township, Wood
County. AnEnergization O S f Snvas\held A 2
August 25, in North Baltimore with @@p organizer
C.C. Doyle and Chief Supreme Court Justice Carl. V.
Weygandthrowing the master switch.
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A1941: 2,000 meter was set

A1942 NationalorganizatiofrNRECA was formed

A1942: General Utilities electric system was purchased
jointly by HWEC and other area utilities. HWEC instantly
gained 330 miles of new line ancb00 new members

A1943: HWEC instituted its first rate reduction
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AMid 1940s: Numbers of RECs doubled; HWEC
member numbers tripled; miles of lirpuintupled.
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