
Welcome to Hancock-²ƻƻŘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration - 
75 years of service excellence! 

 
[ŜǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ I²9/ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΧ 





In the 1930s, there were 6.8 million farms 
across the U.S.; however, only  

10% or fewer had electrical service. 



For-profit utilities did not wish to serve rural areas 
because there was little profit.   

When they did, they charged high fees, often 
double that of urban residents. 

 

For-profits reasoned: 
άCŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǇŀǊǘΦέ 



1935:  President Franklin Roosevelt felt strongly having 
electricity should not be limited to city dwellers, and 
created the Rural Electrification Administration (REA), 
which made funds available for rural electricity.  REA 
later became the Rural Utilities Service and is part of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  



ÅLate 1930s:  REA needed applicants, and farmers traveled 
in teams to spread the word to άDŜǘ [ƛƎƘǘǎΗέ 
ÅBelieve it or not, there was some resistance: 

Some worried about owing money to the government. 
{ƻƳŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ϸр ǎƛƎƴ-up fee. 

ÅBenefits like electric washing machines won over 
members. 



ÅMost Rural Electric 
Cooperatives (RECs) 
purchased power from 
Investor Owned Utilities 
(IOUs) but some banded 
together to form 
Generation and 
Transmission Cooperatives 
(G&Ts). 
ÅRECs formed statewide 

associations. 



1937:  Organizers in Hancock and Wood counties 
began a campaign to Get Lights! 



1938:  Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative 
officially was formed.  Staking for original 
power lines began. 



1939:  Pert Hindall set the first meter at                 
Ober !ǇǇƭŜǎΩǎ residence in Henry Township, Wood 
County. An άEnergizationέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ was held 
August 25, in North Baltimore with co-op organizer 
C.C. Doyle and Chief Supreme Court Justice Carl. V. 
Weygandt throwing the master switch. 



Å1941:  2,000th meter was set 
Å1942:  National organization NRECA was formed  
Å1942:  General Utilities electric system was purchased 

jointly by HWEC and other area utilities. HWEC instantly 
gained 330 miles of new line and 1,500 new members 
Å1943:  HWEC instituted its first rate reduction 



ÅMid 1940s:  Numbers of RECs doubled; HWEC 
member numbers tripled; miles of line quintupled. 


