
As November kicks off, it’s hard to believe we’ll 
soon be gathering with family and friends to 
celebrate the holiday season. This festive time 

of year brings joy and warmth, but as the weather gets 
cooler and we spend more time indoors, the holidays 
can also bring increased energy use and a higher risk of 
electrical and fire hazards. 

As your local electric cooperative, our team at Hancock-
Wood cares about your well-being. This month, I’d like 
to share a few practical tips to help you stay safe and 
efficient during the holiday season. 

Safety first
My family truly enjoys decorating our home for the 
holidays. Before we deck the halls, I always check 
electrical cords and light strands to make sure they 
aren’t frayed or damaged. This gives us peace of mind, 
knowing our holiday lights are ready to safely brighten 
our home. I also double-check the lights we use outside 
to make sure they’re rated for outdoor use. 

Like many households, we also enjoy holiday-scented 
candles. While festive, candles can create fire hazards 
and should never be left unattended. One of the best 
and easiest ways to safeguard your home is to test 
smoke alarms often. I test mine on the first of each 
month, so it’s easy to remember. Testing smoke alarms 
only takes a few seconds and could save lives, so make 
it a habit. 

’Tis the season for savings 
Spending more time indoors with a few more guests in 
the home can really affect home energy use. By taking 

a few small steps to save energy during the holiday 
season, you can lower your bills. 

I like to remind my family members to mind the 
thermostat. Since heating and cooling make up the 
majority of home energy consumption, the thermostat 
is one of the best places for savings. Lower it a few 
degrees, especially when you have family or friends 
stopping by. Good company brings additional warmth 
to your home. 

Your family can also save energy by decorating with 
LED holiday lights. LEDs are the most energy efficient 
lighting options available, and they last much longer 
than traditional bulbs. 

There’s no denying one of the best parts of the holiday 
season is the food — not just the meals, but the time 
we spend together in the kitchen. There are many 
ways to save in the heart of your home, but one of the 
best approaches is to cook with smaller countertop 
appliances, such as air fryers, slow cookers, and toaster 
ovens. These handy appliances consume a fraction of 
the energy used to heat the oven, creating the perfect 
recipe for mealtime and energy savings. 

I hope you will implement some of these energy-saving 
and safety tips into your holiday plans. For additional 
advice, visit our website at www.hwe.coop. We’re here 
to help you with safety and savings year-round. 

From your friends at Hancock-Wood, we hope your 
holiday season is merry and bright. 

May your holidays 
be merry and bright
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MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Bill Barnhart
PRESIDENT & CEO



Welco e to the team,

Kelleys Island 
rebuild project
In September, our line crew 
began work on upgrading new 
poles and wires on the north 
side of the island. This project 
will help improve efficacy and 
reliability to our island members!

Erin Moore has been hired as a Member Services 
Representative I. Erin is married to Dustin and 
together they have two dogs and two horses. Erin 
resides in Portage and her previous employer was 
Fecht DVM Veterinary Clinic. Erin enjoys spending 
her free time camping and at horse shows, and her 
favorite restaurant is Texas Roadhouse!

Erin!
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Welco e to the team,
Erin! Switch and  

with Bank Drafts
This is a special offer for select members! Switch your 
electric bill payment option to a bank draft  and receive a 
one-time $15 bill credit!

• This change helps our co-op save on credit card fees, 
ultimately saving you money.

• Enjoy the convenience of automatic monthly deductions and 
avoid late payments.

• Switching is simple — call us at 800-445-4840 or email us at 
info@hwe.coop. 

Services we provide:
Residential heating
Commercial heating
Forklift cylinder refill
Propane autogas
Agricultural gas
Grill cylinder refill

Call 877-887-7476
for pricing details

Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative's 
affiliate Prism Propane has all your 
propane needs.

Save
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Bill Barnhart
President and CEO

PAYMENT OPTIONS
online, dropbox, office, by phone, or 
automatic bill pay

HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Email your ideas to:
leslie.guisinger@hwe.coop

 

CONTACT
800-445-4840
FAX:  419-257-3024

WEBSITE 
www.hwe.coop

OFFICE
1399 Business Park Drive South
P.O. Box 190
North Baltimore, Ohio 45872-0190

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

William Kale 
Chairman

Lee Anne Dierksheide  
Vice Chair

Duane Fry
Secretary

Charles Beagle

Ed Crawford

Tim Phillips

Max Rader

Ron Riegle 

Brian Terry
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Hancock-Wood 
wishes our members a

We will be closed on  
November 28 and 29. 

Election Day 
is Tuesday, Nov. 5 

Hancock-Wood honors the brave men and 
women who have served our country.

Veterans Day is Nov. 11.


