


Project Ohio
brings electricity
to remote village
in Guatemala

n Friday, January 24, 15 volunteer
O lineworkers from 10 Ohio electric

cooperatives returned home from
an electrification mission in Guatemala.
During the 17-day trip, the Project Ohio
team successfully brought electricity to 93
homes in the remote village of Barejones, in
the Jalapa region of Guatemala. The team
was able to install primary and secondary
conductors, set meter poles and pole-
mounted lights, and perform in-home
electrical work. The team also continued
previous work done by Oklahoma Electric
Cooperatives in establishing a distribution
system to the village.

Hancock-Wood’s Clint Patterson was on the
team, and this was his second time
volunteering for the Project Ohio program.
“When asked if | would be interested in
going to Guatemala again, | immediately
said ‘yes. It's an opportunity to change lives,
including mine,” Clint said.

Additionally, thanks to generous donations
made by Ohio electric cooperative
employees, the team was able to repair the
village school’s septic system, build a fence
around the school’s playground, provide
water filters for each house, school, and
church in the village, and give shoes to the
village children. The team also provided
school supplies and equipment for the
school. Hancock-Wood Electric
Cooperative’s President and Bill Barnhart
said, “We are very proud of this team and
Clint’s dedication to represent electric
cooperatives in Ohio.” This was Ohio’s fifth
Project Ohio mission to Guatemala.
Hancock-Wood linemen have assisted in
three of the missions.
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HEAR FROM’YOU

Your thoughts and opinions on Hancock-Wood E

help us better serve you

In May, Hancock-Wood will be working with NRECA Market

Research Services to complete member satisfaction surveys.

The random surveys will be conducted by phone and email, and not everyone will be
contacted. If you are contacted, we would greatly appreciate a few minutes of your time
to share your opinions about the cooperative. All information is confidential.

We strive to provide all member-owners with safe, affordable, reliable;and clean electric
service. By participating in'the survey, you will help us make decisions that benefit you,
your family, and your neighbors.
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The Community Trust Fund board,
which oversees the Operation
Round Up Program, met for the
first quarter grant cycle in February.
Two grants were approved,totaling
$16,700. The following
organizations received funding:

« Center Township Fire
Department for new helmets
and boots

« Gliding Stars of Findlay for ice
show cost and insurance

If you are involved in a local
nonprofit organization that is
looking for funding for a special
project, please reach out to us and
learn more about how to apply for a
grant by scanning the QR code.
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Two co-op staff members
complete leadership program @
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Pictured, from left: VP of Engineering and Operations Andy Fisher, President and CEO Bill Barnhart, v‘
and Safety Director Isaac Schonlau.
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Congratulations to Vice President of Engineering and } }
Operations Andy Fisher and Safety Director Isaac Schonlau
on completing the Leadership Edge Program in 2024. The =
one-year Cooperative Leadership Edge program was hosted ‘ L~
by Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives and required six courses, { e

two assessments, and a capstone project. Coursework
focused on coaching employees, managing conflict, adapting }'
communication approaches, carrying out

>

difficult conversations, and delivering results.
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